We, Tracy E. Grim, Kevin Richard O'Donnell and Eric Gerard Montag, hereby declare 

that: 



1. We believe we are the original, first and joint inventors of the subject matter that 
is described and claimed in U.S. Patent 5,761,834, granted on June 9, 1998, and for which we 
solicit a reissue patent on the invention entitled FOOTGEAR WITH PRESSURE RELIEF 
ZONES, the specification of which is attached hereto. 

2. We hereby state that we have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
identified specification, including the claims. 

3. We acknowledge the duty to disclose information that is material to patentability 
as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56. 

4. We believe the original patent to be partly inoperative or invalid by reason of the 
patentees claiming more or less than the patentees had the right to claim in the patent. 

5. Examples of errors which are relied on to support this reissue application are: 

(a) There is no claim in the patent claiming: Footgear with pressure relief 
areas for the foot, said footgear having a sole area extending substantially for the entire area 
underlying the foot of a user comprising an outer sole; an inner sole extending substantially over 
the entire sole area mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality of independently vertically movable sections arranged in a grid pattern, said 
independently vertically movable sections having lower surfaces which are mounted within said 
footgear and said sections together form a substantially smooth surface for engagement by the 
foot; means for independently modifying support of the foot provided at each section location; 
said resilient sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid; and said grid of 
resilient sections comprising substantially all of said inner sole and extending over substantially 
all of said sole area; wherein said resilient sections each comprise at least three layers of 
progressively different softness and resiliency, with the softest and most resilient layer being 
closest to the foot. Similarly, there is no claim in the patent claiming the foregoing, in which the 
footgear is a shoe, or a shoe that further comprises a heel portion that extends only partially up 
the heel of the user. 

(b) There is no claim in the patent claiming: Footgear with pressu*§ relief 
areas for the foot, said footgear having a sole area extending substantially for the entire area 
underlying the foot of a user, comprising: an outer sole; an inner sole extending substantial^ ^LJ 
over the entire sole area mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sof^havmg ^-q 
plurality of removable sections that are removable mounted in said footgear and that a^e arrange^ 
in a grid pattern said removable sections having lower surfaces which are removable Secui§ p~j 
within said footgear and said sections together forming a substantially smooth surfaceS>r 
engagement by the foot said sections being individually removable from said footgear§p provide 
localized relief to selected areas of the foot; said resilient sections being directly adjacent to one 
another to form said grid, with substantially no space in between said sections except when at 
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least one of said sections has been removed; and said grid of resilient sections comprising 
substantially all of said inner sole and extending substantially over the entire sole area; wherein 
said resilient sections each comprise at least three layers of progressively different softness and 
resiliency, with the softest and most resilient layer being closest to the foot. 

(c) There is no claim in the patent claiming: A pad for footgear comprising: an 
underlying flexible sheet and an upper resilient inner sole member extending over and being 
removably secured to said underlying flexible sheet, said upper resilient inner sole member 
having a substantially uniform thickness and extending substantially over the entire sole area; 
said upper resilient inner sole portion being composed of a plurality of resilient sections, said 
sections being removably secured on their lower surfaces to said underlying flexible sheet and 
said sections together forming a substantially smooth surface for engagement by the foot, said 
sections being individually removable to provide localized pressure relief to selected areas of the 
foot; and wherein said resilient sections each comprise at least three layers of progressively 
different softness and resiliency, with the softest and most resilient layer being closest to the 
foot; whereby a relief zone corresponding to an afflicted zone of a foot is provided when one or 
more of said sections is removed. 

(d) Footgear with pressure relief areas for the foot, said footgear having a sole 
area extending substantially for the entire area underlying the foot of a user comprising: an outer 
sole; an inner sole extending substantially over the entire sole area mounted in said footgear 
above said outer sole, said inner sole having a plurality of independently vertically movable 
sections arranged in a grid pattern, said independently vertically movable sections having lower 
surfaces which are mounted within said footgear and said sections together form a substantially 
smooth surface for engagement by the foot; means for independently modifying support of the 
foot provided at each section location; said resilient sections being directly adjacent one another 
to form said grid; and said grid of resilient sections comprising substantially all of said inner sole 
and extending over substantially all of said sole area; wherein said resilient sections comprise a 
material that resists compression-set. 

6. All errors which are being corrected in the present reissue application up to the 
time of filing of this declaration arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicants. 

7. We hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 119 of any foreign 
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any 
foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the 
application of which priority is claimed. 



Number 


Country 


Filing Date 


Priority Claimed? 
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8. I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of any United States 
application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the 
first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 



Application Serial No. 


Filing Date 


Status 


08/017,818 


Feb. 16, 1993 


Issued 



9. We hereby appoint the following patent attorneys to prosecute this application 
and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 



G. P. Smith, Reg. 20,142 

H. D. Jastram, Reg. 19,777 

C. A. S. Hamrick, Reg. 22,586 
A. C. Rose, Reg. 17,047 
L. J. Bovasso, Reg. 24,075 
C. Darrow, Reg. 30,166 
C.W. Chou, Reg. 41672 
L. E. Henneman, Jr., Reg. 41,063 
C. Klingbeil, Reg, 33,002 
G.B.Wood, Reg. 28,133 



M. E. Brown, Reg. 28,590 

S. R. Hansen, Reg. 38,486 

D. N. Larson, Reg. 29,401 

J. W. Inskeep,Reg. 33,910 

J. Boyce, Reg. 40,920 

K. A. MacLean, Reg. 31,118 

M. K. Bosworth, Reg. 28,186 

I F. Boyce, Reg. 40,920 

B. Canter, Reg. 34,740 

M. M. Heyninck, Reg. P44,763 



R. O. Guillot, Reg. 28,852 
E. C. Chang, Reg. 37,593 
M. Imam, Reg. 38,190 
C. J. Lervick, Reg. 35,244 
C. Rosenberg, Reg. 31,464 
M. D. Harris, Reg. 26,690 
L. C. Cullman, Reg. 39,645 
L J. Peters, Reg. 33,562 
S.M. Parker, Reg. 36233 
C. Berman, Reg. 29249 



Please direct all communications relative to this reissue application to: 

ALAN C. ROSE, ESQ. 
OPPENHEIMER WOLFF & DONNELLY LLP 

2029 CENTURY PARK EAST, SUITE 3800 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90067-3024 
TELEPHONE: (310)788.5000 
FACSIMILE: (310)788.5100 
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We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



2001 

Tracy E. Grim: Citizen of US 
Residence Address: 



, 2001 

Kevin Richard O'Donnell: Citizen of US 
Residence Address: 



2001 

Eric Gerard Montag: Citizen of US 
Residence Address: 
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LA: 289728 vOl 06/12/2001 




PTO/SB/96(08-00) 
Approvadforusethrough10/31/2002.OMB0651-O031 
ij U.S.PatentandTrademarkOffice;U.S.DEPARTMENT0FC0MMERCE 
UnderthePaperworfcReducti6yT%ctof1995 t nopBrsons 



^^^ATElVIENTUNDERSyCFRS.TS^ 

Anpiicant/Patentowner: Royce Medical Company 



ApplicationNo./PatentNo.: 5 / 761 / 834 Filed/lssueDate: June 9 / !998 

Entitled: FOOTGEAR WITH PRESSURE FRT.TRF ZONES 



Royce Medical Company , a Corporation 



(NameofAssignee) (Typeof Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnsrship.univBrsity.governmentagency, etc.) 

statesthatitis: 

— i 

I.Sassigneeoftheentirerighttitle.andinterestjor ° 

2.anissigneeoflessthantheentireright I titieandinterest. ^ rrj 

Theextent(by,percentage)ofitsownershipinterestis % § z £-5 

inthepatentapplication/patentidentifiedabovebyvirtueofeither: m ^ PI 

A}QAnassignmentfromtheinventor(s)ofthepatentapplication/patentidentifiedaboveTh e| HI 

wasrecordedinthellnitedStatesPatentandTrademarkOfficeatReel 6448 m Frame 41/ prfprg — ^ 

whichacopythereofisattached. , o 

r 3 

or r 

B.QAchainoMlefromtheinventor(s),ofthepatentappN^^ 
assigneeasshownbelow: 

1 .From: : To: 



ThedocumentwasrecordedintheUnitedStatesPatentandTradernarkOfficeat 

Reel .Frame .orforwhichacopythereofisattached. 

.2. From: : To: 



ThedocumentwasrecordedintheUnitedStatesPatentandTrademarkOfficeat 

Reel t Frame ,orforwhichacopythereofisattached. 

3. From: To: 



ThedocumentwasrecordedintheUnitedStatesPatentandTrademarkOfficeat 

Reel Frame .orforwhichacopythereofisattached. 

[JAdditionaldocumentsinthechainoftitleareiistedonasupplementalsheet. 

{JCopiesofassignmentsorotherdocumentsinthechainoftitleareattached. 

[NQTE:Aseparatecopy (i.e., theoriginalassignmentdocumentoratruecopyoftheoriginaldocument) 

mustbesubmittedtoAssignmentDivisioninac^ 

recordedintherecordsoftheUSPTO. SeeMPEP302,Q8] 

Theundersigned(whosetitleissuppliedbelow)isauthori2edtoactonbehalfoftheassign 



Date Typedorprintedname 



Signature 



Title 



BurdenHourStatementThisformisestimatedtotake0.2hoursto 

the amountof time you are required to complete thisform should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.Patentand Trademark Office, Washington, DC 
20231.DONOTSENDFEESORCOMPLETEDFORMSTOTHISADDRESS.SENDTO 




<£•■• PTO/SB/53(02-O1) 



Approvedforusethrough01/31/2004.OMB0651-0033 
X*/** U.S.PatentandTrademarkOffice;U.S.DEPARTMENTOFCOMMERCE 
UnderthePaperworkReductionActoAgli%|^^ 



REISSUEAPPLICATION:CONSENTOFASSIGNEE; 
STATEMENTOFNON-ASSIGNMENT 



DocketNumber(Optional ) 
480032-307 



Thisispartoftheapplicationforareissuepatentbasedontheoriginalpatentidentifiedbelow. 



NameofPatentee(s) Tracy E. Grim, Kevin R. O'Donnell, Eric G. Montag 



Patent Number 5 f 761 , 834 



DatePatentlssued June 9, 1998 



Titleof Invention FOOTGEAR WITH PRESSURE RELIEF ZONES 



1. H Filedhereinisastatementunder37CFR3.73(b). (FormPTO/SB/96) 

2. □ Ownershipofthepatentisintheinventor(s),andnoassignmentofthepatentisineffect. " 

o 3c rn 

Oneofboxes1or2abovemustbecheckedJfmu!tipleassignee ™ — pq 

box2ischecked ) skipthenextentryandgodirectiyto"NameofAssignee M . 5> ^ ^ 

Thewrittenconsentofaliassigneesandinventorsowninganundividedinterestintheoriginal P f~n 

patentisincludedinthisapplicationforreissue. S O 

o 
o 



Theassignee(s)owninganundividedinterestinsaidoriqinalpatentis/are Royce M edical Conpan y 
andtheassignee(s)consentstotheaccompanyingapplicationforreissue. 



Nameofassignee/inventor(ifnotassigned) 



Signature 



Date 



Typedorprintednameandtitleofpersonsigningforassignee(ifassigned) 



BurdenHourStatement:Thisformisestimatedtotak 

the amountof time you are required to complete this form should be sentto the Chief info rmation Officer, U.SPatentand Trademark Office, Washington, DC 
2023 1.DONOTSENDFEESORCOMPLETEDFORMSTOTH IS ADDRESS. SENDTO:AssistantCommissionerforPatents,Washington,DC20231. 



